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(NYC’ s Prefab Post-Disaster Housing Units Unveiled in Brooklyn)
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City of New York
Office of Emergency Management
Design Standards and Performance Specification
For Interim Housing Units
12/20/2012
Introduction:

“WHAT IF NEW YORK CITY WERE HIT BY A CATEGORY 3 HURRICANE...”

New York City’s population density and geography make it particularly vulnerable to coastal storms. Over eight
million people live on approximately 305 square miles of land that has 578 miles of waterfront. By 2030, the
population is expected to reach nine million. At the same time. the risk of a severe storm hitting New York City is
also growing, due to the more frequent, more intense and more northerly storms generated by global climate
change. The city would face many challenges during and after such a storm, one of the most difficult is that
hundreds of thousands of people could lose their homes.

The New York City Office of Emergency Management (OEM) is developing a Disaster Housing Plan (DHP) that
describes and directs the range of activities required to recover housing following a natural or man-made disaster.
Because of the city’s high population density, lack of open space, and a mission to resettle as many residents as
possible in their former neighborhoods, the DHP will outline a new paradigm that will provide living spaces ata
density level significantly higher than conventionally provided through disaster reliel operations. An approach to
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